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School of Pedagogical Sciences
MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY

Report of the “Academic Dialogue - Global Educational and
Research Trends” dated 12/02/2025

Venue: School of Pedagogical Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam

Event: Academic Dialogue-Global Educational and Research Trends (Interaction on Education
System, Pedagogical Approaches, and Career Opportunities)

Participants: Emeritus Professor Marcus Grace, University of Southampton, UK & Students
and Faculty from the School of Pedagogical Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam

Introduction: An enriching session was held at the School of Pedagogical Sciences, Mahatma
Gandhi University, Kottayam, where an esteemed Emeritus Professor Marcus Grace from the
University of Southampton, UK, interacted with students of SPS on 12" February 2025. The
session began with the welcome note by Ms. Anjana M, First year M.Ed Student of SPS. Prof.
(Dr.) Asha JV, Head of the Department of SPS inaugurated the program. Followed by the
introduction of the distinguished guest by Ms. Gopika Gopan, First year M.Ed student of SPS.
The interaction centered on the nuances of the education system, pedagogical methodologies,
and potential career pathways within the educational sector. The event was a unique opportunity
for SPS students to engage with an internationally renowned academic and gain insights into the
UK education system.

Key Areas of Discussion:

e UK Education System: The Emeritus Professor provided an overview of the UK
education system, emphasizing its unique features, such as the structure of compulsory
education, higher education pathways, and the shift towards research-driven learning.

o Inclusivity and Diversity: The UK system's inclusive approach to education,
accommodating diverse learning needs and promoting equal opportunities for all
students, was a point of extensive discussion.

e Pedagogical Approaches: The conversation also explored various pedagogical
methodologies that have proven effective in the UK, many of which are adaptable in
global contexts:

o Technology in Education: The integration of digital tools and resources to enhance the
learning experience was a major topic. The professor highlighted the growing use of e-
learning platforms, virtual classrooms, and digital assessment methods in the UK.
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e Career Opportunities in Education: A major portion of the interaction was devoted to
career opportunities within the education sector, both in the UK and globally.

e Research Opportunities: The professor discussed various academic and research roles
available at universities and institutions. He encouraged students to explore research
programs in education, especially with a focus on emerging educational technologies and
innovative teaching strategies.

o Cultural Exchange and Learning: Students were encouraged to take part in exchange
programs and learn from different cultures to broaden their perspectives. The interaction
served as a reminder of the value of such global connections and their potential to
improve educational practices worldwide.

Student Participation: The students of MGU actively engaged in the discussion, asking
insightful questions about how educational systems differ across countries, the role of teacher
education, and how they can contribute to improving education within their own communities.
Students were particularly curious about the integration of technology in classrooms and how
teachers can better support diverse learning needs. Ms. Krishnendu, Ms. Haritha, Mr. Felix and
Mr. Jean, students of Second Year, SPS expressed their interest in pursuing higher education and
research opportunities in the UK and other countries. Also, Mr. Sijin John of First year M.Ed
asked his query on whether the intervention of Al will replace the existing teaching system. The
professor provided detailed information on the concerned questions and queries.

Conclusion: The interaction between the Emeritus Professor from the University of
Southampton and the students of SPS was a highly enriching experience for everyone involved.
The students gained valuable insights into the UK education system, modern pedagogical
approaches, and the vast career opportunities in the field of education. The session concluded
with the vote of thanks delivered by Mr. Sijin John of First year M.Ed student of SPS. This
interaction showcased the importance of global academic exchanges and how they can shape the
future of education by providing students with a more expansive worldview. It also encouraged
students to be proactive in their academic and professional development, while fostering a deeper
understanding of the evolving trends in education worldwide.

Rapporteur: Ms. Dona Mariya Joy
Photography: Mr. Muhammed Althaf & Mr. Sreenath B.A.
Refreshment: Ms. Gopika Gopan & Mr. Sreenath B.A.
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