








 

MILINDI - NATURE CAMP REPORT 

SCHOOL OF PEDAGOGICAL SCIENCES 

MAHATMA GANDHI UNIVERSITY 

From 21st to 23rd July 2025 

at the Periyar Tiger Reserve, Thekkady, Idukki District, Kerala 

In Collaboration with Kerala Forest Department, Government Of Kerala 

 

Introduction 

The Milindi Nature Camp was a three-day environmental education initiative conducted 

at the Periyar Tiger Reserve, Thekkady. Organized for the Master of Education Students (2024–

2026 Batch) of the School of Pedagogical Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi University, the program 

was held in collaboration with the Kerala Forest Department, Government of Kerala. The 

primary objective of the camp was to cultivate environmental consciousness among students by 

highlighting the significance of biodiversity, nature conservation, and sustainable living. The 

camp focused on key goals such as deepening understanding of forest ecosystems, fostering eco-

conscious behavior, promoting collaborative learning, and providing firsthand exposure to 

wildlife and natural habitats. Faculty members and student leaders oversaw the coordination and 

smooth functioning of the program. 

Brief Overview of the Camp 

The Nature Camp was a three-day immersive experience aimed at nurturing ecological 

awareness and sustainable thinking among students. Set in the breathtaking landscape of the 

Periyar Tiger Reserve, one of India’s richest biodiversity hotspots in the Idukki district of Kerala. 

The camp provided an invaluable experiential learning opportunity. It was jointly organized by 

the School of Pedagogical Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi University, and the Kerala Forest 

Department. 

 



Participants included postgraduate students and faculty members, all united by a shared 

commitment to environmental education and conservation. The camp sought to connect 

academic learning with real-world environmental challenges by engaging students in the rich 

ecological setting of the Western Ghats, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Over the course of 

three days, participants took part in a diverse array of activities such as guided nature treks, bird 

watching, museum visits, interactive workshops, cultural performances, and reflective group 

discussions. These thoughtfully designed sessions aimed to not only educate but also inspire a 

deeper emotional and ethical connection to nature. 

A notable aspect of the camp was its emphasis on student leadership and collaborative 

management. Student-led committees were responsible for key aspects like logistics, 

accommodation, food services, cultural programming, and first aid, offering participants 

practical experience in planning, teamwork, and coordination. The Milindi Nature Camp proved 

to be a memorable and transformative journey that blended environmental learning with personal 

development, adventure, and a spirit of community. Participants left with heightened ecological 

sensitivity, enhanced skills, meaningful relationships, and a strengthened resolve to contribute to 

environmental protection. 

The Periyar Tiger Reserve 

 The Camp was held at the Periyar Tiger Reserve, located in Thekkady, in the Idukki 

district of Kerala. This protected area is one of India’s most famous wildlife reserves, known for 

its rich biodiversity, scenic beauty, and well-preserved forest ecosystem. The reserve spans 

approximately 925 square kilometres across the Western Ghats and is home to a wide variety of 

flora and fauna, including tigers, elephants, gaurs, and numerous bird species. The core of the 

reserve surrounds the Periyar Lake, formed by the Mullaperiyar Dam. 

 The camp venue was situated within the eco-tourism zone of the reserve, providing 

participants with safe access to forest trails, guided treks, and other activities under the 

supervision of trained forest officials. The serene and natural setting of Thekkady offered the 

perfect backdrop for learning about conservation, experiencing wildlife, and connecting deeply 

with nature. 



Participants of the Camp 

 The Milindi Nature Camp had a total of 29 participants, comprising both second-year 

Master of Education students and faculty members from the School of Pedagogical Sciences, 

Mahatma Gandhi University.  All participants were actively involved in the camp’s activities, 

contributing to its success through enthusiastic participation, teamwork, and cooperation. 

IV. FACULTY AND STAFF INVOLVEMENT 

 The involvement of faculty and staff was crucial to the smooth coordination and 

educational success of the Milindi Nature Camp. They provided guidance, supervision, and 

logistical support throughout the three-day program. Their active participation helped maintain 

discipline, ensured safety, and enriched the learning experience for the students. 

The following faculty and staff members were part of the camp: 

• Dr. Muhammad K V – Assistant Professor 

• Malavika – Librarian 

• Anil Kumar – Section Officer 

• Roshini Sali – Post Doctoral Fellow  

 Each of them played a significant role in mentoring the students, supporting committee 

functions, coordinating with the forest department, and ensuring the overall management of 

camp-related tasks. 

STUDENT PARTICIPANTS 

1. Akhila Monachen 

2. Akshay Harshan 

3. Amalu K Alias 

4. Anjali Sebastian 

5. Ann Mariya Joseph 

6. Bella Donna Rachel Varghese 

7. Chesaro Nicholas Kiptisha 

8. Dominic Joseph 

9. Dona Mariya Joy 

10. Gayathri Premkumar 

11. Gokul K 

12. Gopika Gopan 



13. Gowrinandana M 

14. Gurumahima M  

15. Jerald Thomas 

16. Joe John Mathew 

17. John Panicker K G 

18. M Muhammed Althaf 

19. Muhammad Ashik S 

20. Nandu K Pramod 

21. Sharlet P Joy 

22. Sijin John 

23. Sneha K 

24. Sujith P S 

25. Vipin Thomas 

DAILY REPORT 

 DAY 1: 21st July 2025 

The Milindi Nature Camp began with a scenic bus journey at 1:30 PM through the lush 

landscapes of Kerala, setting the tone for a meaningful connection with nature. Students enjoyed 

the changing scenery and began bonding as a group. By 5:00 PM, the team arrived at the Periyar 

camp site and was welcomed with tea, fresh air, and the sounds of the forest. 

At 6:30 PM, Forest Officer Monachan Sir conducted an enlightening session on the ecological 

and cultural significance of the Periyar Tiger Reserve. He emphasized indigenous knowledge, 

sustainable living, and the role of education in conservation, prompting deep reflection among 

participants. 

Dinner at 7:30 PM offered a time for sharing and informal discussions, followed by a vibrant 

cultural night full of performances and games that strengthened group camaraderie. By 11:00 

PM, students retired to their tents, surrounded by the calming sounds of the forest. 

The first day seamlessly blended adventure, learning, and team-building, marking a powerful 

start to the camp’s goal of fostering environmental awareness and personal growth. 

DAY 2: 22nd July 2025 

 On 22nd July 2025, the second day of the Milindi Nature Camp was filled with 

immersive learning and adventure. The day began early with a refreshing morning atmosphere, 



followed by breakfast and a thrilling forest trek guided by experts. Campers observed wildlife, 

learned about forest ecosystems, and had an unexpected but educational encounter with leeches. 

Post-trek, the group enjoyed lunch and participated in a focused bird-watching session, spotting 

native and migratory species. A visit to the local museum offered structured insights into the 

region’s biodiversity and cultural heritage. Later, a class by wildlife expert Ramesh Babu 

deepened their understanding of conservation challenges. 

The evening included a vote of thanks, followed by an interactive discussion led by Nature 

Education Officer Sethuparvathi, where participants explored topics like seed conservation and 

biodiversity. The day concluded with a lively debate session that encouraged critical thinking and 

spontaneous expression. Campers ended the day with enriched minds, strong bonds, and 

memorable experiences rooted in nature and learning. 

DAY 3: 23rd July 2025 

 The final day of the nature camp on 23rd July 2025 began early, filled with calm 

excitement and a tinge of nostalgia. After two days packed with learning, adventure, and close 

interaction with nature, campers were eager to make the most of the last few hours at the camp. 

 The day began with a wake-up call at 6:00 am, as the cool forest morning set the perfect 

tone. After getting ready, participants assembled for the morning walk and bird watching session, 

which started at 7:30 am. With binoculars in hand and led by experienced forest guides, the 

campers moved quietly through designated trails. As they walked, they observed and identified 

various birds in their natural habitats. The guides explained bird behavior, flight patterns, and 

calls, enriching the experience with interesting facts and stories. 

 By 9:15 am, the group reached their destination near a calm forest lake, which marked 

the beginning of the next exciting activity — boating. From 9:30 am to 11:00 am, campers 

enjoyed a peaceful boating experience on the lake. Everyone wore life jackets and followed 

safety protocols before getting into the boats. The activity was both relaxing and reflective, as the 

campers floated on still waters surrounded by greenery and birdsong. It offered a final, soothing 

moment in nature’s lap and left a lasting impression on all. Boating concluded by 11:30 am, and 

the group returned to the base camp. 



 Back at the camp, a late breakfast was served, providing everyone with much-needed 

energy after the morning’s activities. This was followed by a short break during which campers 

had time to refresh themselves and complete their packing. As they folded tents, packed bags, 

and collected belongings, a quiet sense of accomplishment and connection to nature lingered in 

the air. 

 At 12:30 pm, a simple and hearty farewell lunch was served. Campers gathered to eat 

together one last time, sharing laughter, photos, and reflections about their favorite camp 

memories — from the thrilling trek to the surprise leech encounter, the wildlife class, 

birdwatching, and group debates. 

 Before departure, a short thanksgiving session was held where all campers collectively 

expressed their heartfelt gratitude to the forest officers, guides, and coordinators who had made 

the camp possible. Their efforts, knowledge, and warmth were acknowledged by all participants. 

 Finally, at 1:00 pm, the campers waved goodbye to the camp. As the buses began to 

move, many looked out at the trees and trails with fondness. Though the camp ended, the 

memories, lessons, and newfound appreciation for nature would remain with them long after. 

Activities and Programmes 

 The final day of the camp, 23rd July 2025, began with a serene morning walk and bird-

watching session, allowing campers to once again connect deeply with nature. This was followed 

by a peaceful boating experience on a forest lake, offering a reflective and calming end to the 

outdoor activities. After returning to camp, participants had breakfast, packed up, and prepared 

for departure. A farewell lunch provided an opportunity to share memories and express gratitude. 

A short Thanksgiving session was held to acknowledge the efforts of the forest officers and 

coordinators.  

At 1:00 PM, the group bid farewell to the Periyar Tiger Reserve, carrying with them 

unforgettable experiences, stronger bonds, and a renewed commitment to environmental 

conservation. 

  



Key Learnings and Takeaways 

 The Milindi Nature Camp was a meaningful and enriching experience that left a lasting 

impression on all participants. It fulfilled its core objectives by blending environmental 

education with real-world exposure, teamwork, and self-reflection. 

• Participants gained a deep understanding of forest ecosystems, wildlife protection, and 

biodiversity conservation. 

• Exposure to the Western Ghats environment fostered awareness about the fragility of 

natural habitats and the urgent need for sustainable practices. 

• Students learned about the role of indigenous communities and traditional knowledge in 

conservation efforts. 

• The experience encouraged eco-conscious thinking and a personal connection to nature, 

making environmental issues more relatable. 

SKILLS DEVELOPED  

• Teamwork and collaboration were strengthened through group activities and committee 

responsibilities. 

• Leadership and organizational skills were enhanced by student-led planning and 

execution of tasks. 

• Observation and analytical thinking were improved during bird watching, trekking, and 

interactive sessions. 

• Communication and documentation skills were developed through experience-sharing, 

cultural presentations, and report writing. 

ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING 

 The camp was planned well in advance by the organizing committee in coordination with 

the Kerala Forest Department. Duties were divided among various student-led subcommittees, 

ensuring that each area, transport, food, accommodation, first aid, and programs was handled 

efficiently. The faculty coordinators guided the process and ensured that schedules, permissions, 



and requirements were in place before departure. A detailed itinerary helped participants stay 

organized and involved in all activities. 

 Conclusion 

 The Milindi Nature Camp was a highly successful and enriching program that met its 

objectives of promoting environmental awareness, fostering appreciation for biodiversity, and 

encouraging sustainable living among students. The camp provided a perfect balance of learning, 

exploration, and personal growth through direct interaction with nature. Participants returned 

with valuable insights, stronger peer bonds, and a renewed commitment to environmental 

responsibility. The teamwork displayed by students and the support from faculty and forest 

officials played a key role in making the camp an enjoyable and impactful experience. 
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േകരള വനം വകപ്
ചീഫ ൈവൽഡ ൈലഫ വാർഡെന/ൈവൽഡ ൈലഫ വാർഡെന / ഡിവിഷണൽ േഫാറസ് ഓഫീസറെട /

െഡപയടി ഡയറകറിെന  െപരിയാര ഈസററ േഫാറസററ  ഡിവിഷന നടപടി ഉതരവ  
ഹാജര  : സാജ പി യ

നടപടി ഉതരവ നമര  13/2025-26 തീയതി 15-07-2025

േമൽസചനയിെല അേപക വിശദമായി പരിേശാധിചതിൽ, അേപകയിൽ സചിപിചിടള 21-07-2025 മതൽ  23-
07-2025 വെരയള  തീയതികളിൽ (3 ദിവസം), െപരിയാര ഈസററ േഫാറസററ  ഡിവിഷന ഓഫിസിെന
പരിധിയിൽ വരന Thekkady ഇൽ, താെഴ പറയന നിബനനകൾക വിേധയമായി പകതി പഠന ക്ാമ്
അനവദിച ഉതരവാകന.

വിഷയം :- പകതി പഠന ക്ാമ് അനവദിച് ഉതരവാകനത - സംബനിച.

സചന :- 1. NANDU K PRAMOD,26,HOUSE KURUMATHU,PANAMATTOM എനവരെട  15-07-2025
തീയതിയിലള  372 നമർ ഓണൈലന അേപക.

1. അേപകേയാെടാപം സമർപിചിടള Undertaking ഇൽ പറഞിടള നിബനനകളം വനം വകപ് നടതി വരന പകതി
പഠന ക്ാമകളമായി  ബനെപട് നിലവിലള  എലാ നിബനനകളം, അേപകകനം ക്ാംപിൽ പെങടകവാൻ
അേപകേയാെടാപം േപര നലിയിടള മറളവരം അംഗീകരിച െകാളാം എന വ്വസയിൽ മാതമാണ േമലറഞ
പകതി പഠന ക്ാമ് അനവദികനത.

2. അേപകയിൽ േപര നലിയിടളവെര മാതേമ ക്ാംപിൽ പെങടപികകയള.

3. മൻകടി പതീകികാതേതാ കാലാവസ സംബനമായേതാ സമാനമായ മറ് പതികല സാഹചര്ങേളാ, അതമെലങിൽ
ഭരണപരമായ ആവശ്കതകൾ (Administrative Exigencies) ഉള സാഹചര്ങളിേലാ ഈ ക്ാമ് റദ് െചയ ഉതരവിറകാൻ
ഈ ഓഫീസിേനാ, വനം വകപിെല മറ competent authority െകാ അധികാരമണായിരികം. അതരം സാഹചര്തിൽ
SMS, email മഖാനിരം ടി Cancellation Order അേപകകെന അറിയികവാൻ േവണ സംവിധാനം ഉൾെപടതിയിടെണങിലം,
ക്ാംപിന വരനതിന മേനാടിയായി അേപകകൻ േപാർടലിൽ േലാഗിൻ െചയ അേപകയെട status
പരിേശാധികനത ഉചിതമായിരികം.

4. ഏെതങിലം സാഹചര്തിൽ അേപകകന ഈ ക്ാമ് റദ െചയണം എനെണങിൽ റദ െചയനതിനള അേപക
ഓൺൈലൻ േപാർടൽ വഴി ഏറവം ചരങിയത ക്ാമ് തടങന തീയതിയായ 21-07-2025ന 5 ദിവസം മൻെപങിലം
നൽേകണതാണ. ഇതരം അേപക പരിേശാധിച ഉചിതെമങിൽ SMS, email മഖാനിരം Cancellation Order അേപകകെന
അറിയികകയം േപാർടലിൽ ഈ വിവരം ഉണായിരികനതമാണ.

ക്ാമ് െലാേകഷന :  Thekkady

ക്ാമ് തീയതി :  21-07-2025 മതല  23-07-2025 വെര (3 ദിവസം

ൂപ് ലീഡറെട േപരം വിലാസവം 1. : Nandu K Pramod, Kurumathu House Panamattom P.O Panamattom

അനമതി നലകന ഉേദ്ാഗസെന േപര  : സാജ പി യ

ഓഫീസിെന േപരം േമലവിലാസവം : െപരിയാര ഈസററ േഫാറസററ  ഡിവിഷന, െപരിയാര ഈസററ
േഫാറസററ  ഡിവിഷന,

കറിപ്:

1. ഡിജിറല ഒേപാടകടിയ ഈ ഉതരവ 2000െല വിവര സാേങതിക വിദ്ാ ആക്  പകാരം നിയമ സാധത
ഉളതാകന.

2. ഈ ഉതരവിെന വിശ്ാസ്ത www.edistrict.kerala.gov.in എന െവബൈസറില നിനം
പരിേശാധികാവനതാണ.


